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April	6,	2020	
TO	WHOM	IT	MAY	CONCERN:	

We	are	writing	to	introduce	ourselves.			On	Wednesday,	March	25th,	150	active	fishermen	from	almost	
every	fishery	in	BC	met	via	video	call	to	discuss	COVID-19	impacts	on	the	commercial	sector,	and	in	
particular,	active	fishermen.		After	three	hours,	it	was	decided	to	further	the	discussion	by	committee	
and	a	committee	was	set	up	to	represent	as	many	different	fisheries	as	possible.		The	COVID-19	Active	
Fishermen’s	Committee	(CVAFC)	is	made	up	of	25	active	fishermen	and	representatives	fishermen’s	
organizations.			Our	committee	is	hardworking:		in	the	weeks	since	the	Fishermen’s	Meeting,	the	
Committee	has	met	five	times.		

The	Committee	has	adopted	the	following	as	terms	of	reference:	
	

• The	committee’s	interest	is	to	deal	with	issues	arising	from	the	Coronavirus	pandemic	
related	to	fisheries	

• This	committee	is	made	up	of	active	fishermen	and	active	fishermen’s	representatives	
• The	committee	will	respect	different	areas	of	fishing	interest	
• The	committee	will	meet	with	other	groups	(processors	–	BCSA	–	FN	–	AVICC/CCN	–	PICFI				

program)	and	arrive	at	positions	of	common	support	
• The	committee’s	goals	are	to	protect	fishermen	and	our	communities	while	having	fair	and	

viable	fisheries	
• Helping	fishermen	deal	with	the	economic	impacts	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic	
• The	committee	is	not	to	create	fishing	plans	or	management	changes	for	different	fisheries	

The	COVID-19	Active	Fishermen’s	Committee	supports	the	Provincial	Government’s	declaration	of	
fisheries	as	an	essential	service.		We	are	also	supporting	the	request	for	a	government	emergency	Task	
Force	to	work	out	COVID-19	issues	as	they	impact	the	commercial	fishing	sector	as	a	whole.		The	CVAFC	
would	represent	active	fishermen	in	advice	to	the	Task	Force.			

Up	to	this	point,	the	COVID-19	Active	Fishermen’s	Committee	has	been	working	on	four	issues:	
principles	for	change,	fishermen-community	interaction	protocols,	market/industry	stabilization	and	
financial	relief.		We	are	liaising	with	our	counterparts	across	the	country	as	well	as	working	with	industry	
groups,	communities	and	indigenous	organizations	to	build	solid	and	supported	approaches.	
	
We	have	adopted	the	following	principles	to	guide	discussions	throughout	the	industry	on	fisheries	
management	issues:	



a. Fisheries	are	an	essential	service	and	every	effort	should	be	made	for	fisheries	to	go	
ahead	in	order	to	support	food	security.		

	

b. Whatever	measures	are	taken	to	get	us	through	this	situation	will	be	temporary	and	
only	for	the	duration	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.		

	

c. Whatever	changes	are	put	in	place	must	support	active	fishermen,	promote	equitable	
opportunities	and	support	rural	communities.	Active	harvesters	are	the	key	producers	
of	seafood	for	the	country,	and	any	changes	should	protect	their	interests.		

	

d. Encourage	that	all	leasing	arrangements	made	prior	to	pandemic	be	reviewed.		
	

e. The	impact	of	any	changes	implemented	to	deal	with	the	COVID-19	pandemic	support,	
as	best	as	possible,	equitable	distribution	of	benefits	for	all	active	fishermen	in	a	
fishery.	

We	have	drafted	a	set	of	Fishermen-Community	Protocols	to	ensure	the	safety	of	fishermen	and	the	
coastal	communities	we	interact	with.		The	COVID-19	Active	Fishermen’s	Committee	is	providing	it	to	
fishermen’s	associations,	fish	buyers	and	communities	for	their	comments.		We	believe	issues	of	health	
and	safety	this	are	best	dealt	with	at	the	Provincial	level	but	the	protocols	are	of	such	urgency;	we	are	
trying	to	get	a	head	start	on	the	process.	

COVID-19	is	negatively	affected	markets	and	the	economic	viability	of	many	communities.		CVAFC	is	
willing	to	work	with	organizations	and	communities	to	support	local	food	security	through	this	crisis.	
Please	do	reach	out	to	us	to	see	if	we	can	help	meet	your	needs	during	this	crisis.	

Yours	truly,		
COVID-19	Active	Fishermen’s	Committee	(CVAFC)	

Secretariat	

Andy	Olson	 ED	Native	Fishing	Association:		FA	salmon	gillnet	herring	
halibut	rockfish	shrimp	

executive.director@shoal.ca	 Rep	

Jim	McIsaac	 ED	Commercial	Fishing	Caucus;	Pacific	VP	Canadian	
Independent	Fish	Harvesters	Federation;	GTAC;	HIAB	

jamcisaac@shaw.ca	 Rep	

Joy	Thorkelson	(Chair)	 President,	UFAWU-Unifor	 president@ufawu.org	 Rep	

Members	 	 	 	

Chris	Ashton	 ED	BC	Salmon	Purse	Seiners	Association	 areab@telus.net	 Rep	

Bob	Burkosky	 	Lingcod	Assn;		Area	C	Gillnet	Harvest	Committee	 rpburkos@shaw.ca	

Rep	
Active	

Helen-Anne	Beans	 Salmon	Seine;	prawns;	herring	gillnet	 h_beans21@hotmail.com	 FN	Active	

Phil	Burgess	 President	Pacific	Shrimp	Fishermen’s	Association	 philburgess@telus.net		 Active	

Duncan	Cameron	 BC	Crab	Fishermen’s	Crab	Assn;	Crab,	Prawn	 duncangcameron87@gmail.com	
Rep	
Active	

Henderson	Charley	 	 hendoc.13@gmail.com	 FN	Active	

Mike	Emes	 Area	C	gillnet	 oceans.best@hotmail.com	 Active	

Dan	Edwards	
	

ED	Area	A	Crab	Association;	BC	Crab	Fishermen’s	Assn;		
dogfish,	halibut,	sablefish		

danedwards@telus.net	
Rep	
Active	

Gustave	Johnson	 Tuna-	Canada	and	US;		Area	F	and	G	Troll	 thorjohnson@shaw.ca	 Active	

Guy	Johnston	
	

Prawn	Industry	Caucus;		Area	H	Harvest	Committee;		
Area	F	troll	 mrfishing@telus.net	

Rep		
Active	

James	Lawson	 Salmon	Seine;	prawns;	geoduck;	crabs	 james04_04@hotmail.com				 FN;	Active	

Pam	Lewis	 Secretary-Treasurer,	Native	Brotherhood	of	BC			 Pamelaleelewis@wewaikai.com	 FN	Rep	



Kyle	Louis	 IMAWG	Board	of	Directors;	Area	I	Crab;		herring	gillnet;		
salmon	gillnet	Areas	D	&	E;		prawns	

kyle-louis@hotmail.com	
FN;	Active	
FN	Rep	

Stuart	Malcolm	 Area	F	Troll	Harvest	Committee;	troll	 S_T_Malcolm@hotmail.com	
Rep	
Active	

Dave	McKay	
	

President	Area	F	Troll	Assn;		Area	F	Harvest	Committee;		
salmon	troll,	gillnet,	halibut	 davemackay6@hotmail.com	

Rep	
Active	

Eddie	Mise	 Packer;	salmon,	herring	 westcoastshrimp@hotmail.com	 Active	

Emily	Orr	 Prawn	Industry	Caucus		 offishal_business@hotmail.com	 Rep	

John	Stevens	 Gillnet	Areas	C	and	D	 johnstevens@lightspeed.ca	 Active	

Tony	Roberts	 President,	Native	Brotherhood	of	BC			 tonyrobertsjr@gmail.com	 FN	Rep	

Lance	Underwood	
	

ED	BC	Crab	Fishermen’s	Association;	Area	G	Crab	
Representative;	prawn		 captnlance@gmail.com	

Rep	
Active	

Brian	Wadhams	 Area	D	Gillnet;	Alert	Bay	 brianwadhams@hotmail.com	 FN;	Active	

Ed	Willson	 Area	C	Gillnet;	Bella	Coola	 eddywillson@outlook.com	 Active	

Josh	Young	 Herring	Industry	Advisory	Board;		Area	F	troll;	Area	C	
and	D	gillnet;		Halibut;		ZN	

joshyoung@dccnet.com	
Rep	
Active	

	

	

	

	


